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South Dakota
Functional Standards Document

Overview

In the May 2000 issue of PHI DELTA KAPPAN, the article “High
Standards for Whom?” states: “There is significant agreement on
the standards for standards.  Proponents agree that standards
should be grounded in core academic disciplines and should cover
what students should know (content) and be able to do
(performance)… Finally, standards should be crystal clear to
everyone: students, parents and teachers…  All children can live up
to much higher expectations.”

Both state and federal law require educational content
standards be developed for all children.  In 1997, the South
Dakota State Legislature passed a bill directing that content
standards be developed in language arts, mathematics, social
studies, and science across all grade levels.  These standards
are now being implemented statewide.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1997 also
requires that states establish goals for the performance of
children with disabilities.  These standards must be consistent
with the goals and standards for all children (IDEA 300.137).

What are the Functional Standards?

Many students with disabilities are able to work toward the
goals in the core content standards.  However, the core
standards as developed do not appropriately address the
educational needs of all students with disabilities. Therefore,



iii

functional standards have been developed to meet the needs
of these students.

The functional standards extend the developmental spectrum
of the core content standards. This allows all students the
opportunity to progress academically toward independent
living.

The functional standards:

v are a progression of skills necessary for independent
functioning (birth through age 21);

v are based on the state content standards;

v are a user-friendly guide in assisting with IEP
development;

v parallel the state content standards; and,

v are academically based– language arts, mathematics,
science and social studies.

Who will use the Functional Standards?

The following are guidelines to assist the IEP team in
determining which students will use the functional standards:

v The student’s cognitive ability and adaptive skill
levels prevent completing the standard academic
curricula, even with modifications and
accommodations.
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v The student requires extensive direct instruction in
multiple settings to apply and transfer skills.

v The student is involved in a functional, basic-skills
education program.

v The student’s inability to complete the standard
academic curricula is not the result of extended
absences; visual, auditory or physical disabilities.

The following is a guideline to assist the IEP team in
determining which students will use the functional standards
in conjunction with the core content standards:

v The student’s achievement level in one or more core
areas does not allow him/her to participate in the core
curriculum.

How does the IEP team use the Functional
Standards?

After the IEP team determines that functional standards would
be appropriate for a student, the team would:

v consider the additional use of the core content
standards in conjunction with the functional standards

v determine the impact on curriculum and instruction

v use standards as a basis for the development of the
individualized education plan.

Note:  Since many IEP goals are integrated into all areas of the
curriculum, the IEP goals may or may not be content specific.


